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The English congregation has had a really good year, thanks be to God! Despite all the challenges 
that came with the coronavirus, we have grown in numbers and activities. God has blessed us very 
generously. 
 
Our monthly Bible study has taken us chapter by chapter through the Gospel of John. It will take 
another year to complete the Gospel, but our conversations have been very rich. We are in no hurry 
to finish! 
 
We have hosted Sunday School once a month. The enthusiasm of the children is wonderful to see. 
Singing together is definitely the best part! The most popular activity of the year was making a 
paper chain Advent calendar—each day of Advent, the children could tear off one loop of paper 
and read a Bible verse hidden on the inside. We hope more families with children will find their 
way to us. 
 
Six members took the lay preachers’ training class over the past year. Together we talked about 
sermons we remembered—and what sermons do for us even if we don’t remember them 
afterwards! We talked about the high value we place on the word of God in Scripture and studying 
it. Each lay preacher chose a Bible passage and wrote a sermon. We gave feedback on the written 
content. Then each lay preacher practiced preaching it to our group, so we could give feedback on 
the speaking. Five of them will preach their sermons over the summer, and the sixth will do so 
sometime in the fall. It was a very rewarding experience for everyone. I am considering offering the 
program again next year. 
 
Of course, you already know all about our Audio Outreach Project. Over the summer, our members 
will brainstorm ways to share the project with people outside the church. We have come to the 
conclusion that they are probably too difficult to understand for people who really know nothing 
about Christianity at all, but they are very effective with people who had a Christian education but 
never got baptized or joined a church. We are considering “Season Two” and what stories we want 
to share. 
 
From January to June 2022 I taught a class once a month on Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. This 
was for members who wanted to refresh their memory, as well as newer people who wanted to 
understand Lutheran teaching better. It was very well attended and a lot of great and interesting 
questions came up. As a result of this class, the English congregation will receive new members on 
the last Sunday in June, with a party afterwards. Again, we are so grateful to God for blessing our 
congregation with growth, and with people who are so passionate about the good news of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
I will be in the United States for all of July and August visiting the congregations that support our 
mission work. But I am completely confident in the English congregation’s ministry while I’m gone! 
The church is not the pastor; the church is the community of God’s people sharing the good news 
with each other. That will continue over the summer, and into our next year of grace. 


